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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical 
Forms 8&6ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that they 
have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (1). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 2) hours or more, except for certain cases 
carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases which are treated on 
a duty status, and deaths which occurred before being "admitted" to hospital 
or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise all traumatisms 
(i.@. morbid conditions due to external causes, including poisons taken in- 
ternally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, and reactions to med- 
ications). All other cases are classified as “disease", bearing in mind 
that under present conditions there would not be any direct admissions in 
the continental U.S. properly classifieble as battle casualties. 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, es and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an anrmal basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates in annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indi- 
cate the number of aduissions per thousand mean strength which would occur 
over a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special Interest. Appended is a list of 


cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 


The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week per 
thousand strength as given in this report furnishes an approximation to the 
current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectivas per thousand 
strength is given in the sumary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as mich as 25 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Readers are cautioned not to use the deaths from 

or the deaths fron causes shown se re as accura 
cations RO ° 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 
Included in the report is a table listing the stations (having a 


- strength of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, 


from all diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. 
Not infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and 
for all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large 
number of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more 
significant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for 
disease excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates 
are also shown in the table. : 


' HOSPITALIZATION DATA 


Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed: capa 
city (normal and total), total beds occupied and beds "available vacant". 


Unless otherwise specified,normal bed capacity in this report is defined 
in Par, 36b (1) and (2) of AR 40-1080, 10 December 1943 and Par 14 WD Circular 43, 
1 February 1944. This includes the T/0 capacity of non-fixed hospitals but 
excludes convalescent facilities. Total beds include expansion beds in addition 
to normal beds. Beds in dispensaries, convalescent facilities, venereal disease 
facilities, and college or university training units are not included in the 
tabulations for individual stations. 


The number of beds “available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total 
capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. The number of beds “available 
vacant" for each Service Command is the total beds "available vacant'for only 
those stationsinwhich 80% of the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occupied. 


In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the num- 
ber of Army patients admitted and disposed of during the week (by death, 
return to duty, transfer, or otherwise), the number of such patients remain- 
ing in hospital (including convalescent facilities, if any) at the end of — 
the week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. The bed capacity and 
beds occupied in convalescent facilities are also indicated. The patients 
"otherwise" disposed of represent for the most part discharges on account of 
disability. In the case of Army battle casualties, all of which are current- 
ly admitted to general hospitals in this country as trensfers, there is 
shown for each hospital the net number transferred during the week; i.e., ad- 
missions by transfer less dispositions by transfer. ‘The total for the coun- 
try as a whole represents the number of battle casualties evacuated to the 
United States from overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed arter admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 


Where the current week's data for a particular station has not been re- 
ceived, the latest available figures are substituted therefor teats symbol 
(#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING 2); MARCH 19h) 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: : 
As indicated in the chart on page 3, the admission rates from all causes and from disease both decreased 


about percent, reflecting chiefly a corresponding decline in morbidity from respiratory causes. The general 
downward trend in morbidity from all causes and from disease thus again became manifest, with admission rates 
continuing well below those for the corresponding period in 193. For the week ending 2) March 19), the admis- 
sion rate from all causes was reported at 692 per year per thousand, while the admission rate from disease was 
reported at 622 per year both being about 30 percent below the corresponding rates for the week ending 26 March 
1943. The admission rate from injury continued on the low level, which has prevailed in recent months. 


Respiratory Causes: 

The Setwaiee rate from colds, influenza, etc. continued downward and for the week ending 2) March 19) 
was reported at 197 per year per thousand or about 10 percent lower than for the preceding week. Since about 
the middle of January until early March 19, morbidity from these causes has been about 35 percent below that 
recorded for the corresponding period of 1943, and for the last two weeks reported on, this difference widened 
to 0 percent. The admission rate from all forms of pneumonia declined to 15 per thousand, which is about 
—— under the preceding week's rate and about 40 percent under the rate for the corresponding week of 
1943. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

New cases of mumps increased sharply to the highest figure reported for any week in 19). New cases of 
measles and scarlet fever both declined. The number of cases of meningitis increased slightly as did the number 
of cases of rheumatic fever, the latter reaching the highest weekly total reported during the last six months. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND: 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 
ubstantial declines in admission rates from all causes and from disease were registered in the First and 
Second Service Commands. The Sixth, Seventh, and Ninth Service Commands reported moderate decreases in admis- 


sion rates and only the Third and Fifth Service Commands experienced slightly higher morbidity. In the Second 
Service Command the sharp decreases in the admission rates from all causes and from disease reflected a corres=- 
ponding decrease in morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. In the First Service Command lower admission rates 
from respiratory causes were only partly responsible for the decline in morbidity. As in preceding weeks, the 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CONT'D) 


Sixth Service Command again reported the highest admission rate from all causes (898 per thousand) and from 
disease (842 per thousand). The First Service Command displaced the Eighth Service Command as the one with the 
lowest morbidity from all causes (590 per thousand) although the Eighth Service Command continued to have the 
lowest morbidity from disease (529 per thousand). 


Respiratory Causes: 

Service Commands reported lower admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. By far the largest decrease 
occurred in the Second Service Command, but the Sixth, First and Third Service Commands also reported sizeable 
declines in morbidity from these causes. Nevertheless the Sixth Service Command continued to experience the 
highest morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. (350 per thousand), while the lowest admission rate (130 per 
thousand) was again reported by the Fighth Service Command. Declines in morbidity from pneumonia were reported 
from the Second and Third Service Commands, while the Sixth Service Command reported increased morbidity from 
this cause as well as the highest incidence in the country. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

arp increases morbidity from venereal diseases (excluding EPTS cases) were registered in the Third 
and Fifth Service Commands, while the Second Service Command which had reported the highest morbidity from these 
causes for the week ending 17 March 19), showed a markedly lower admission rate. As a result the Fifth Service| 
Command experienced the highest morbidity from venereal diseases (1 per thousand) during the week ending 
2 March 194. The largest increases in the number of new cases of mumps occurred in the Fourth and Seventh 
Service Commands, with the former accounting for nearly 30 percent of the total number of new cases of mumps in 
the country. New cases of measles dropped very sharply in the Seventh Service Command, but increased in the 
Fourth Service Command; the latter accounted for over 25 percent of the total number of the new cases of measles, 
The number of new cases of meningitis about doubled in the Fourth Service Command, with the result that this 
Service Command reported 0 percent of the new cases of meningitis in the country. 


NON EFFECTIVE RATE: 

non-effective rate declined slightly for the fourth successive week and was reported at 38.2 per thou- 
sand strength for the week ending 2), March 19]. This is the lowest non-effective rate experienced since the 
week ending 2 October 19),3. 

The variations in the non-effective rate by Service Command do not reflect so much the variations in mor- 
bidity by Service Command as the different numbers of General Hospitals in each Service Command. When compar- 
isons are made between the non-effective rates for each of the Service Commands excluding General Hospitals, the 
variations are seen to be very much smaller than when the days lost in General Hospitals are included. 
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| PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 


The total number of Army patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week decreased to about 37 per 
| thousand strength. 

. Since the last week of January 19);); the number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining has fluctuated in the 
range from 16,000 to 17,000 and for the week ending 2) March 19) was reported at 16,603. The number of 
malaria cases under treatment has declined in recent weeks from a high of 2230 on 25 February to 2003 on 

| 24 March 1944; only 13 of the 2003 malaria cases presumably were acquired in the United States. The number of 
tuberculosis cases remaining under treatment was reported at 1102 as of 2h, March 19h. 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS: 

"The total bed capacity as of 2) March 194) was reported at about 378,000 or 3000 less than at the end of 
the previous week. The number of beds occupied was nearly 160,000 or 2000 less than at the end of the previous 
week, while the number of "available vacant" beds remained almost stationary at 13,000. Total beds occupied 
represented 53 percent of total bed capacity. ‘There were 11 stations with bed capacity of about 3,300 having 
no “available vacant" beds; no General Hospitals were included among them. 


The number of normal beds reported remained stationary during the week and as of 2) March 19) stood at 
| about 297,000 or 78 percent of the total bed capacity. Included in the normal bed capacity on 2) March 19); 


were 8,250 tentage and non-fixed hospital beds in maneuver areas, while the total bed capacity included 8,635 
such beds. 


The total bed capacity of General Hospitals, which has shown a steady increase in recent months, was re- 
ported at about 100,000 as of 2 March 19). On the same date about 19,000 of these beds (or 9 percent) were 
occupied. The "available vacant" beds at General Hospitals numbered 31,000 as of 2), March 19). Normal beds 
at General Hospitals have been maintained at a level of about 85,000 since the beginning of the year. 


The total bed capacity of Station Hospitals (including the relatively small number of beds in maneuver 
areas mentioned above) has remained practically level since the beginning of the year at about 275,000 beds, 
while the normal beds in these hospitals declined sharply from 250,000 as of 7 January 19); to 212,000 as of 
24 March 194),, Total beds occupied as of 2 March 19!) numbered 110,000 or about 0 percent of the correspond- 
ing total bed capacity. Station Hospitals had 112,000 "available vacant" beds as of 2) March 19h, the highest 
number yet reported. 


As of 2); March 194 the bed capacity of convalescent facilities in General Hospitals numbered 9982 beds of 
which 1,088 beds, or 1 percent, were occupied. 
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WEEK ENDING 24 March 1944 


MENINGITIS (OTHER FORMS) (6 


DIPHTHERIA (7) 


1-Shanks, Cp., N. Y. 1-Indiantown Gap, Pa. 
l-Hendricks Fld., Fla. 
‘l-Howze, Cp., Tex. 

1-McCloskey G.H., Tex. 
1-Hammond G.H., Calif. 


1-Thomas, Ft., Kye 
l-Howze, Cp., Tex. 
l1-Pecos, AAF, Tex. 
2-Stoneman, Cp., Calif. 
Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 3/17 
1-Hulen, Cp., Tex. 


COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (11) 


1-Pickett, Cp., Va. 
1-Bruns G.H., N. Mex. 
l-Beale, Cp., Calif. 
2-Cooke, Co., Calif. 
l1-Minter Fld., Calif. 
2-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
1-Williams Fld., Ariz. 


l-Lee, Cp., Va. 


1-Sheridan, Ft., Ill. 
1-Columbia Univ., Mo. 


Delayed Reports: 

Week ending 3/17 
i-Beale, Cp., Calif. 
1-Calif.-Ariz. Maneuver Area 

Calif. 


FILARIASIS (9) 


9-Ashburn, G.H., Texe 


ANFYLOSTOMIASIS (7) 


3-Brooke G.H., Tex. 
3-Dibble G.He, Calif. 


Delayed Reports: 


Week ending 3/17 
1-McCaw G.He, Wash. 


RESTRICTED 


1-Breckinridge, Cp., Ky. 


KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS (4) 


1-Patrick Henry» Cp., Vae 


WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


POLIOMYELITIS (3) 


-Benning, Ft., Ga. 


l-MacDill Fld., Fla. 
1-Callan, Cp., Calif. 


MFNINGO- ENC EPHALOMYELITIS 


(1) 


l-Langley Fld., Va. 


ENCEPHALITIS (2) 


1-Patrick Henry, Cp., Va. 
1-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 


LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL 


TYPHUS FEVER (1) 


l1-Hunter Fld., Ga. 


UNDULANT FEVER (2) 


1-Biggs Fld., Tex. 
1-Harmo1 G.H. Tex. 


DENGUE (2) 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 3/17 
2-Stewart, Cp., Ga. 


2 oe 


INTEREST 


JAUNDICE (66) 


1-Boston H.D., Mass. 
1-Presque Isle, AAF, Me. 
5-Kilmer, Cp., N. J. 
2-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
4-Lee, Cp., Va. 
2-Pickett, Cp., Va. 
2-Benning, Ft., Gas 
3-Blanding, Cp., Fla. 
1-Boca Raton, AAF, Fla. 
2-Bragg, Ft., N. Co 
1-Butner, Cp., N. C. 
1-Dale Mabry Fld., Fla. 
l-Greensboro, BIC, N. C. 
2-MacDill Fld., Fla. 
2-Maxwell Fld, Ala. 
2-Miss. Ord. Plant, Miss. 
1-Orlando, AAFTC, Fla. 
4-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
1-Smyrna, AAF, Tenn. 
1-Spence Fld., Ga. 
1-Stewart, Cp., Ga. 
1-Tyndall Fld., Fla. 
l-Atterbury, Cp., Ind. 
1-Knox, Ft., Kye 
1-Chanute Fld., Ill. 
2-Amarillo, AAF, Tex. 
2-Brooke G.H., Texe 
6-Claiborne, Cp., La. 
1-Kelly Fld., Tex. 
1-San Angelo, AAF, Tex. 
1-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 
1-Kearns, AAF, Grd. Tng., 
Instal., Utah 
l-Lewis, Ft., Wash. 
1-March Fld, Calif. 
1-Ord, Ft., Calif, 
l-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
1-Rosecrans, Ft., Calif. 
1-Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. 
l-Williems Fld., Ariz. 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 3/17 


l-Hunter Fld., Ga. 


STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT 


RESTRICTED 


LISTING LIMITED TO 
STATIONS REPORTING 
10 OR MORE CASES 


12-Slippvery Rock State Col, 
Pa. 
17-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
16-Breckinridge, Cp., Kye 
43-Chanute Fid., Ill. 
25-Scott Fld., Ill. 
19-Truax Pld., Wis. 
10-Coe College, Iowa 
20-Kearns, AAF, Grd. Tng. 
Inst., Utah 
11-Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. 


GERMAN MEASLES 


23-Aberdeen Prov., Grd., Md 
11-Carlisle Bks., Pa. 
14-Eustis, Ft., Va. 
1l-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
11-Pickett, Cp., Vae 
29-Benning, Ft., Gae 
13-Blanding, Cp., Fla. 
19-Bragg, Ft., Ne Co 
24-Croft, Cp., S. Ce 
15-Greensboro, BTC, N. 
13-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
11-Buckley Fld., Colo. 
12-Crowder, Cp., Mos 
19-Amarillo, AAF, Tex. 
10-Fannin, Cp., Tex. 
14-San Antonio, Tex. Avne 
Cdt. Ctr. 
21-Sheppard Fld., Tex. 
14-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 


BACTERIAL FOOD POISONING ) 


18-Rucker, Cp., Aln. 


ARMY SERVICE FORCES 


OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 


MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION 
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NATUR OF THs DATA 


This Supplementary Health Report presents a 
review of the Army's morbidity and mortality exper- 
ience in the continental United States during 1942 
and 1943, The experience is shown for the country 
as a whole month by month and also for each Ser- 
vice Command in 1943, The data, like those of the 
Weekly Nealth Reports, have been taken from Forms 
86abd rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon 
General by every hospital and separate disnensarv 
in the continental United States. 


The figures here presented are the result of 
a comprehensive review and revision of the 1943 
data; they include corrections which could not be 
incorporated in previously presented monthly sum- 
maries, compiled within three or four weeks after 
the receipt of the reports. The revised data for 
1943 also include adjustment for unreported exper- 
fence and other corrections. It was not practi- 
cable to review the 1942 data as thoroughly and 
the 1942 figures therefore should not be given as 
high credibility as those for 1943, 


Charts showing morbidity trends from all 
causes, from all diseases combined, from injury 
and from colds, influenza, etc. are presented on 
page 38, while similar charts for particular dis- 
eases apnear on pages 39 and 40. Mortality trends 
from all causes, fron disease, and from injury are 
presented in a chart on page 41, Summaries showing 


rates and the number of deaths and corresvonding 
mortality rates for the United States as a whole 
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The health of the Army in the continental United 


the number of admissions and corresponding morbidity 
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1942 AND 1943 


during 1942 and 1943 apnear on pages 42 and 42, 
while on pages 44 to 54 are given corresponding 
data for the United States as a whole and for the 
Service Commands for 1943 only. 


In the discussion and in the detail tables 
each of the four or five week periods based on the 
number of Fridays in a particular calendar month is 
referred to as a "month", While annual rates based 
on each such "month's" experience are entirely com. 
parable, the absolute numbers of admissions (or deaths) 
for each such period are not; for this reason the 
symbol "€" has been entered in the first column 
of the detail tables to indicate the months which 
cover 5 weeks. ‘here no cases at all were reported, 

a dash "." has been entered; where 1 or more cases 
were reported, but the rate is less than .05 per 
thousand, this is indicated by showing the rate as .0. 
Where data for a particular category were not avail- 
able, this is indicated by the symbol "#". 


States continued satisfactory throughout 192 and 
1943. Admissions on account of disease and injury 
were reported at 819 per year per thousand strength 
in 1943 as compared with 760 per thousand strength in 
192. However, part of the excess admission rate in 
1943 represented the deliberate policy (inaugurated 
late in 1942) of inducting into the Army men with 
venereal disease. 


= . 
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It appears therefore that on a more comparable 1943 as compared with 192 appears largely to have 
basis the 193 morbidity of the Army in the United been due to a number of outbreaks in the Fourth and | 
States was not materially higher than that experienced Fifth Service Commands. 
in 1942. This morbidity level is about half way between | 
that reported for the years preceding the war in Europe The incidence of measles, mumps and scarlet | 
and the high rate reached in 191, as a result of the fever was also higher in 1943 than in 1942. Morbid- | 
influenza epidemic in the first quarter of that year. ity from measles in 19)3 was however only about half | 

that experienced in 191. Admission rates for mumps | 
Respiratory Causes and scarlet fever in 1943 were not materially differ-| 

Despite an outbreak of respiratory infections in ent from those in 19}. . : 
December, the 19),3 admission rate from colds, influ- 
enza, etc. was almost exactly the same as in 19}2 or Chiefly because of the induction into the Army 
about 25 per thousand. This rate is about 30 per- in 1943 of increasingly large numbers of men with 
cent under that experienced in 190 and 19);1 but con- venereal diseases the admission rate from these 
siderably above the level prevailing in the Army dur- causes rose from 39 per thousand in 1942 to h5 per 
ing non-epidemic years in peacetime. thousand in 19))3 ~ a new high for recent years. 

However, disregarding the cases which existed prior 

The outbreak of respiratory infections in Decem- to induction or which were acquired on furlough 
ber 19,3 was relatively mild as is evidenced by the before reporting for active duty, the morbidity from 
fact that the admission rate from colds, influenza, venereal diseases in 193 was only 26 per thousand. 
etc. for the month was only about 10 percent higher This is believed to be lower than the rate experi- 
than for December 192 while the peak morbidity re- enced in peacetime years. A study is now in progress 
corded for the country as a whole was less than half to develop a corresponding rate for 192. 


that registered in December 191. 
Other Communicable Diseases 


The reported rate of admission from all forms of Admissions from meningitis which in recent years 
pneumonia was somewhat higher in 193 than in 192. had been on a low level began to increase in Decem- 


However since the disparity appears greatest during ber 19:2 and reached epidemic proportions by March 
the early months of the year it may in part reflect 1943. As a result of various measures which were 
the underreporting of pneumonia admissions before promptly taken to control the situation, the admis- 
atypical pneumonia became reportable as a separate sion rate soon fell to its former low level. 

entity (March 19];2). Atypical pneumonia has since ac- 


counted for an increasing proportion of total pneu- A sharp increase in admissions from rheumatic 

monia admissions. fever was also recorded during the first six months 
of 193, concentrated chiefly in the Seventh Service © 

Common Communicable Diseases | Command. Because of the fact that Forms 86ab did 


Higher morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery in printed ent 


not provide a 


for rheumatic fever 


RESTRICTED ca 


Report No. 12 
SUPPLEMENTARY 
REVIEW OF MORBIDITY DATA 


1942 and for other reasons, there was considerable 
understatement in the number of rheumatic fever ad- 
missions during 19,2. This situation held true in 
all Service Commands except the Second. 


Morbidity from tuberculosis which showed 2 
steady decline throughout 1942 continued to decrease 
during 19);3. The admission rate for 193 was only 
about 75 percent of that recorded for 1912. 


In July 1943 a directive was issued requiring 
that malaria cases in the United States be classified 
according to their presumptive origin in or out of 
the United States. Based on a study of the reports 
since September 193, an estimate was made of the ad- 
missions from malaria acquired in the United States 
during 1943. The incidence of malaria acquired in 
the United States is seen to be very low, with a peak 
during the summer months. The increasing number of 
total malaria cases reported reflects the return to 
the United States of large numbers of individuals who 
contracted malaria overseas. 


Injuries 

As a result of special efforts to reduce acci- 
dents (by education, training, and use of safe-guards) 
the rate of admission from injury which had shown a 
sharp decrease in 192 from the high level prevailing 
in 191 registered a further decrease in 19),3. The 
1943 injury admission rate of 80 per thousand appears 
to be under the lowest rate from this cause reported 
in recent years. i 


Neu chiatric Disorders 
Tae sal cca for neuropsychiatric disorders were 


first required to be reported on the present basis 
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in the latter part of 192. Because there was no 


printed entry therefor on Form 86ab, neuropsychiatric 


admissions were for a considerable time incorrectly 
reported. A study was made of the December 193 
reports to estimate the actual neuropsychiatric ad- 
missions (see Supplemental Health Report included 
with the Weekly Health Report for the week ending 

21 January 194). The revised data indicate that 
there was a marked increase in admissions from neuro- 
psychiatric causes during the first nine months of 
1943. Because of intensive efforts to detect such 
disorders and for other reasons (among them the re- 
considering of the medical fitness of limited service 
men) the admission rate from neuropsychiatric causes 
rose from about 20 per thousand in the latter part 
of 1942 to about 35 per thousand in August and Sep- 
tember 19,3 but declined during the last three months 
to average 27 per thousand for the year 193. 


The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining 
under treatment rose from about 8,200 at the end of 
1942 to a peak of almost 18,000 in the latter part of 
1943 and then declined to about 15,000 at the end of 
the year. Almost all of this change was attributable 
to open ward cases; locked ward cases varied only 
within the range of ,100 to 5,100 during 193. 


There has been some tendency to overstate the 
number of admissions to open wards and to correspond= 
ingly understate the admissions to locked wards; it 
has not been practicable to make corrections for this 
in the data here presented. 
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Mortality 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of 
deaths on Forms 86ab is incomplete, especially in the 
case of deaths from injury. The resulting understate- 
ment in the mortality rate from injury may be as much 
as 25 percent and occasionally even more, but the 
death rate from disease is not materially understated. 


Readers are cautioned not to use the death rates 
from inju or the death rates from a causes shown 


n 8 report as accurate indications of mortality 


rates, 


It may als» be noted that for some months the 
number of deaths from all causes as shown in this re- 
port exceeds the total of the disease deaths and in- 
jury deaths. The reason for this is that occasionally 
a few battle casualty deaths among evacuees (origin- 
ally classified as "battle casualty") have been prop- 
erly included with the total deaths. 


During 1912 the mortality rate from disease was 
recorded as .64 per thousand, while the death rate 
from injury was reported at 1.39 per thousand and is 
estimated to have been in the neighborhood of 1.75 per 
thousand, resulting in an estimated death rate from 
all causes of about 2.) per thousand. During 19)3 the 
death rate from disease was reported at .58 per thou- 
sand and the death rate from injury at 1.63 per thou- 
sand. After adjustment for under-reporting, the 193 
death rate from injury is estimated at about 2.0 per 
thousand resulting in a mortality rate from all causes 
of about 2.6 per thousand. 
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Non-effective Rate 


Data on the non-effective rate have been pre- 
sented only for the United States as a whole, because 
the variations in the non-effective rate by Service 
Command do not reflect so much any differences in 
morbidity between Service Commands, as the varying 
number of hospitals in each Service Command. 


The revised data indicate that the non-effective 
rate for the country as a whole rose from 31.7 per 
thousand strength during 192 to 36.5 per thousand 
during 1943. 
reflects in addition to the slightly higher admission 
rate experienced in 193 such factors as the hospit- 
alization of an increasing number of evacuees from 
overseas theaters and the natural increase in non- 
effectiveness to be expected in a group, which after 
a period of rapid expansion, is levelling off in 
numbers; as a result, cases of long duration tend to 
accumulate and comprise a higher proportion of total 
cases under treatment than in the past. 


This increase in the non-effective rate 
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VARIATIONS BY SERVICE COMMAND IN 1913 The highest morbidity from pneumonia was recorded 
‘ec haeeaaia rea, aie in the Seventh Service Command and the Milit District 
All Causes: Disease and Injury of Washington (about 29 per thousand), iis de lowest 


was in the Ninth Servi ; 
The Seventh Service Command reported the highest ce Command (about. 11 per thousand). 


admission rates from 2l1l causes and from all diseases 
combined in 193, both rates being about 20 percent 
above the average for the United States. On the other 
hand, the First Service Command and the Military Dis- 
trict of Washington had the lowest morbidity from all 
causes and from disease, specifically about 15 percent 
below the average for the country as a whole. 


With the exception of the Military District of 
Washington, which reported an extremely low admission 
rate from injury,morbidity from this cause did not 
vary widely by Service Command. Disregarding the 
Military District of Washington, the admission rate 
from injury ranged from a low of 65 per thousand for 
the First Service Command to a high of about 85 per 
thousand for the Fourth, Eighth, and Ninth Service 
Commands. 


Respiratory Causes 


The Sixth and Seventh Service Commands had the 
highest admission rates for colds, influenza, etc. in 
1943, at about 370 per thousand or about 50 percent 
higher than the average for the United States as a 
whole. The Eighth and Ninth Service Commands had 
the lowest morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. with 
rates of about 210 per thousand or about 15 percent 
lower than the United States average. 
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